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Sarnia Hockey Association 


	Minutes
	Date:  FEBRUARY 03, 2026
	time 7:00 pm
	


	Meeting called by
	Paul Walsh, President

	Type of meeting
	Regular

	Secretary
	Kelly Lane, Recording Secretary


	Welcome

	Paul Walsh, President, and meeting Chair welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm.


	ATTENDANCE


	Tom Babcock, Andrew Beasley, Jacquie Beasley, Jerry Bernardo, Jeff Fogal, Ryan Gruntz, Kelly Lane, Linda Lauzon, John Mellor, Kyle Mellor, Wayne Scarrow, Barb Walsh, Paul Walsh
Regrets:  Heather Amaral, Alister Brown, Emily Brown, Geoff Dale, Paul Douglass, Ian Dunn, Chuck Ewart, Pat Forbes, Terry Gray, Dan Hunt, Cris LaPointe, Bonny Marcy, Blake Morrison, Nicholas Mroczek, Ted Pendle, David Penner, Carrie Ritchie, John Ritchie, Jason Teather, Tim Turner
Guest:  Cory Sommise


	ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES


	MOTION #260203-001

“That the Minutes from January 21, 2026, be accepted as presented.” (Scarrow/Babcock) 
Carried with one spelling amendment



	TREASURER’S REPORT
	SeTe
MOTION #260203-002
“That the Financial Report be accepted as presented.” (Lauzon/Bernardo)
Carried
· Financial report was sent out in advance via email to the Board for review.  Balance to date is $1,030,319.06.  All of our revenue is in, and we will have just expenses going forward for the remainder of this season.

Financial Report:
· Ryan Gruntz ran a player Skills camp on the January 30th PD day.  The revenue appearing on the PD Day Skills Camp line contains some revenue from the goalie clinic (used to offset Cousi expenses).  Majority of the funds were from the player clinic and will cover those expenses. 

· Some slow to process player registration funding came through, so a small amount of revenue appears on that line.

· Tournament line is a mix of Winter Classic and Silver Stick revenue.
· Negative expenses on our Administration and Rep Ice lines, reflecting teams paying their invoices with SHA.

Treasurer’s report

· Follow up will occur with a few Rep teams who haven’t yet paid their additional ice/referee invoices sent out over the holidays.
· Standing reminder that Benevity process is lengthy.  Rec teams receiving Benevity money need to submit Expense claim forms and provide receipts before reimbursement occurs.  Any unspent Benevity funds at the end of the season will remain with SHA.

· Budget owners are asked to review their remaining balances and ensure they fall within budget.  If there are concerns about what the report shows, please speak to SHA Treasurer.  If you believe you will come in over budget, that requires Board discussion.  


	BILLS

	Recipient

Expense

AMOUNT
SILVER STICK EXPENSES:
Kyle Mellor

John Mellor

International Silver Stick

John’s Restaurant

ASSOCIATION BILLS:

Darren Rogers


John Ferrar

Chris Foster

Travis Kleinsmith

Dan Hunt

Barb Walsh

Dark Horse Goaltending

Alliance

Alliance

Bluewater Referees

City of Sarnia
Opening ceremonies and volunteer appreciation

Miscellaneous tournament expenses

Tournament team fees

Volunteer meals

PEP Sessions:  U7 and U9 Rec

U13 Rec

Benevity funds used for U15 Rec team Green ($2000 available) tournament fees

Benevity funds used for U13 Rec Team White ($440 available.) Used in full for tournament fees.

Benevity funds used for U13 Rec team Gray ($2000 available)  Tournament fees and Team pizza party

January Registrar expenses

Gift card for “Stop the Bleed” Instructor

Cousi funded (U10 BB and U18 BB practice)

U16 BB flow through to goalie attendance at Friday clinic

Alliance Select Championships U10 Select -50% team reimbursement

U18 BB Championship (50% team reimbursement)

Invoice being verified

Boys Silver Stick ice

November/December ice (both Rec/Rep)
January ice (Both Rec/Rep)
Christmas Jamboree

Miscellaneous Ice

Room Rental 
Board Meeting room rental

Cousi Ice (2 PD Day Clinics – Cousi funded)

$ 2,502.24
$    395.37
$ 2,060.00

$ 3,039.51
$ 1,084.80
$    723.20
$ 2,450.00
$   440.00
$ 1,200.00
$   377.68
$     90.40

$     50.00
$   340.00
$   647.50

$    950.00

$  6,120.00

$ 23,790.92

$ 31,733.00

$213,660.09

$ 96,866.09

$  9,030.96

$ 12,497.21

$     419.43

$     294.30

$     489.44
MOTION #260203-003
“That the bills be paid as presented.” ( Bernardo/Gruntz)
Carried
  
	SeTe




	VICE-PRESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE TEAMS

	· SHA President attended the Alliance Semi Annual Meeting which included Rec Council, Rep Council and President’s Meeting.
· No increase for OHF and Hockey Canada, but minor increase for Alliance fees.

Hockey Canada Shift Forward Program:
· Respect in Sport is changing as of April 1, 2026.  Hockey Canada is taking it over and calling it Hockey Canada Shift Forward.  It will be live as of April 21.  They will update us as more info becomes available.  There will likely be some issues as it is new.  As of September 2028, everyone’s Respect in Sport will expire.  Everyone will have to renew it and it is a cash requirement.  It will be a lot of work getting parents to do it.  Cost is similar to Respect in Sport. It is a 45-minute course.

OHF Request on Geographic Competition for A Teams:  
· This season after seeding, AA only played in Alliance and A loop did an interlock with OMHA teams.  OHF is looking towards the member Associations that participated in this to provide feedback.  Geographical leagues are attractive due to travel savings.  Junior Mustangs played in the Shamrock league and provided positive feedback.  They experienced good competition and less travel.  Overall there is positive feedback.

· Meeting Guest asked about whether we would consider joining OMHA.  Concern expressed  about travel times to Woodstock, Burlington, Kitchener.  He expressed that 5 of the top 25 teams in U11 B are within an hour of Sarnia.  In U13 B, 8 of the top teams are within an hour of Sarnia.  It seems ludicrous that we are travelling so far.  Hoping to see this crossover occur in B level hockey as well.

· SHA President indicated that once they have proven the level of competition, they will potentially consider B.  Both leagues have Tier 1 and Tier 2.  OMHA Tier 1 has all major aged players.  They are moving towards common nomenclature for teams.  We will likely see BB coming into geographical competition as well.  It was explained that we would not support going back to OMHA but would support interlock play.  Alliance Senior Management is going to pursue more interlock in the future.

OHF Playing up Policy for U10-U18:  
· Currently only has policy for U8 and under.  This has been left up to individual Associations.  Currently in the draft phase.  Question to member partners is there a requirement for this policy?  Do we want OHF to create a policy?  A standard policy could make things easier.  Make it an organizational policy.  It’s not easy to come up with a blanket policy.  The moving up policy for U10-U18 is held within the organization.  U8 and under is under OHF policy.  Our own Association policy is player must be within top 5.  We don’t want someone displaced from age-appropriate team.  For Rec League, it is used based on skill and team balancing.

Internal Alliance Updates:

· Motion made by Referee in Chief regarding shaking hands with on ice officials.  Becoming more and more popular and common with most players.  This distracts refs from overseeing the handshake line by players.  Asking players to stop this as it is mostly performative.  They landed on that it should be just limited to the Captains.  Bulletin will be sent out.  There was a motion last year where handshake occurs before the game, but it was defeated.  It was more sportsmanship to shake hands after the game and leave the issues on the ice and a demonstration to teach your players that competition is good but when game is over, it’s over. 

Affiliation – Procedural Policy Change:  
· This year Alliance said there was no need for affiliate players to be rostered on team’s main roster.  They changed affiliate rules as you could affiliate to as many teams as you wanted.  This caused a number of problems when teams registered with an OMHA tournament.  OMHA did not accept the additional roster of the AP’d player.  We went back to the original process as did many other Associations.  They are asking if we want to go back to the way it was.  They are planning on drafting new provisions for the AP rules.    We feel it would be easier to add the AP players to rosters.  At least you know they are on the roster, and they are Alliance approved.  It also is good so that everyone knows that the player is APing for this team.  There is discussion about getting rid of the 10 game limit.

U7 and U21 Rep Hockey: 
· Alliance wants feedback on those Associations who want to field a U7 MD team that would be a travel league and a U21 team.  Mooretown consistently has a U21 team and Lambton Shores periodically has a U21 team.   Our issue is lack of ice.

Classification, Tournaments and Evaluations:
· OMHA has put in request that all centres must declare whether they are A, AA or BB specific to player evaluations and tournaments.  It means that teams that don’t go to OHF Championship can start tryouts right away.  The following Monday after OHF Championships, AA starts tryouts.  A would be week 3 and B would be week 4.  We participate in seeded A or AA in Alliance. OMHA feels that this is an unfair advantage as we start right after AAA.  The Shamrock A teams have to wait to the 3rd week.  We have always been an A Centre.  This is purposefully trying to destroy the seeding of the Alliance A hockey.

· Because AAA resides in Sarnia, we used to lose a significant number of players, so we were reduced to an A Centre.  Due to population, we would be classified as a AA.
· If they go this route, we need OHF to define the classifications.  Our city population is not reflective as we have a large number of retirees in our City.  There are a number of factors that would need to be considered.  

U14 to U18 BB Body Checking:
· 3 years ago, we did a poll of parents and over 90% were in favour of body checking.  We lost a number of players this year that went to OMHA as they wanted to play body checking.  The outlaw league is looking at body checking at U11.  There are also issues with AP players.  

· The intention would be to either offer body checking or no body checking.  You would create a league with body checking and no body checking.

· Most of the GTHL at A and below are non bodychecking.

HTO – Hockey Trainer Certification in Ontario:
· As of April 1, the HTO and Refresher course will no longer be offered by OHF and will be only available by Hockey Canada.  The current HTO is risk management based.  We want our trainers to be Level 2.  AAA Rep Council saying have to go the Level 2.  Each Association can make that change on their own.  Potentially make Stop the Bleed Program mandatory for our Trainers.




	ICE Report

	· Some billing for Select teams to be done.
· Final days schedule is built and ready for population of teams when we get to that point.

· Final Days is last week of March.

· All our Rep teams are to play over March Break.  Not sure about U16 B.

· Play downs are coming for U18 and U16 and U14.  We have to be mindful that from February 22 that Rep ice may change to get these games in.

· A lot of games have to happen.

· PASA is shutting down in April.  When we run our tryouts, we will be looking for ice.  We will start right after AAA tryouts.   If we wait to the “A” window, we will not have ice.  

· We can start U8/U9 the week of April 13.  AAA is not doing Prep skates.  Alliance put out bulletin that no prep skates required for Spring tryouts.  

· U18 AAA is running tryouts in the Spring.

· We lose our ice subsidy after March 31.  We should request the City to continue the subsidy until the tryouts end.

· We need to start the Arena Advisory Committee and President has talked to other local service providers that agree.




	Recreational LEague tournament report


	· Winter Classic – schedule is built and uploaded.
· Ice permit is finalized.

· Referee Director is scheduling referees.

· Website Director to put note on website that we are looking for volunteers for Feb 21/22.  Need Marshalls in the arenas.   Trying to get some students for runners.  Timekeepers are paid.

· Request for volunteers will also be discussed at the Rec Steering Committee meeting next week.


	Photography


	· Had a request from someone wanting a retake – the answer is no.  

· There were two nights for those who couldn’t attend their scheduled night.


	NEW BUSINESS
	STOP THE BLEED:
· Held training session for SHA Trainers.  Came to us through the Alliance and we got in touch with Rai Di Loreto from London Health Science Centre.  We offered a training course on January 29.  We had 9 people participate.  The training was fantastic.  We will continue to do this for our trainers.  It was some of the best training seen.  The Trainer was a hockey player, and he was passionate leader of this program.  We have a local EMT Ian Roddy who is willing to get trained by Rai Di Loreto to offer this program locally.  

· We talked about having tourniquets available for teams.  Increase medical equipment budget for next season to include gloves, gauze and a tourniquet.  
· They also offer an online option through the Stop the Bleed organization.  It is informative.

· We will try to do more of these sessions next season.

· Look at a sponsor (Chemical Valley companies always preaching safety so may be an option).

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR NOMINATIONS:

· Reminder of names to be submitted to Barb Walsh and Wayne Scarrow.  Jerry Bernardo will be part of this committee.   Coach of the Year names to be submitted to Alister Brown by mid -March. 

ALLIANCE AGM:

· The Alliance AGM is June 19/20 in London.  There is a golf tournament on June 19 at Fire Rock Golf Course. We can send 10 delegates.  If you attend the dinner at Sheraton Four Points, the Association will cover cost of accommodations.  AGM is Saturday morning.  Breakfast is provided and meeting is over by noon.  Let Paul Walsh know if you want to attend.  Cost of golf is to be paid by attendee.  Deadline for signing up is in May.

PLAYER MOVEMENT:

· At our next SHA meeting we are going to set limits on Player Movement in Sarnia.  Last year, OHF said you can attend as many tryouts as you want.    For AA, we said had to have minimum of 5 Sarnia residents.  We allowed one goalie from Sarnia and allowed one from Lambton County.  BB limits were 10 had to be from Sarnia and 5 from outside and 1 goalie from Sarnia and one from Lambton County.
· Basically, this resulted in 65% of team composition in A could be from outside of Sarnia.

· Looking at the composition of our teams from U10A to U18A this year, we allowed 65% but the actual number was 23%.  5 of 8 teams had players from outside of Lambton County.  In U15 there were 2 players.

· The highest average was U10A at 41%.  Coach came from Petrolia. 

· We don’t know how many players we lost and why.  Who the coach was drove some people away.  

· Not one team was even close to the limits we set.  
· Dorchester was the furthest Centre that came here for our tryouts. 

· How did our teams fare – only 2 of our seeded teams made the AA loop (U11 and U12).

· Our U10 was 3 points out of AA, U13 was one point out of AA, U14 was one point out of AA and U15 was 3 points out of AA.  U16/U18 had no split.

· In BB,  35% was allowed from outside of Sarnia, however from U8B to U18B, the overall average was 5%.  It varied by team.

· We will discuss this next meeting.  There was a concern we were spending money on our goalies and do we want to be developing goalies from outside Sarnia. 

· Last year, we had some AAA players that were cut from Lambton that choose to stay in Sarnia and not go outside of Lambton County to play AAA.  This caused a trickle-down effect.

· Lambton AAA teams – 62 Sarnia players came from Sarnia and rest came from outside of Lambton.

· For U8/U9, we voted as a Board not to allow player movement.  We will do same thing this year in deciding what we want to do as an Association if the OHF decides player movement can happen between Alliance/OMHA.  
· Once the Board makes this decision it will be posted on our website.
· This year when offer position to a player, it will take them right to a link to the roster. 

COACH RATIFICATION:

· To be completed earlier this year to allow coaches to watch player’s play before the end of the season and time to prepare for the season as well as getting Player Evaluation committees set up.  We will ratify Rep Coaches on February 17 and this falls in line with OHF timelines.

NEXT MEETING:  

· Next meeting is Tuesday, February 17, 2026 at Clearwater Arena at 7:00pm.  Coach ratification to occur at this meeting.  President is not available on regular meeting date of February 18.
MOTION #260203-004
“That the next meeting date be changed to Tuesday, February 17, 2026.” ( P. Walsh/Babcock)
Carried



	adjournment


	MOTION #260203-005
“That the meeting be adjourned.” ( Babcock/Bernardo)
Carried


Paul Walsh
Kelly Lane
President
Secretary
